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Te Lede House Opening 

The Te Led Lalem Grand Opening on 

June 09, 2010 was a huge success with 

well over 200 community members of 

all ages present.  It was awesome! 

 

In the morning, there was an Open 

House and people were able to come 

and walk through the house and look 

around while they enjoyed snacks and 

refreshments.  The house got fuller and 

fuller with each passing minute.  Those 

who wanted were given a personal tour 

and were guided through the house 

room by room by one of the Health & 

Family Services Team Members.  On 

the tour, people were informed what 

each room will be used for i.e. the 

activity room for arts and crafts like 

cedar work and weaving, etc.  Many 

people commented the building is 

beautiful and Stsôailes is very blessed to 

have received a building such as this.  

Again, a huge thank you goes to the 

Lede Family for donating this building 

to Stsôailes. 
 

After the Open House, Councilor 

Gerald Phillips welcomed everyone to 

Stsôailes and to the gathering and our 

beloved Elder, Ang Hansen, asked for 

a blessing from our Creator for a good 

day and for the weather to hold out 

which it did J  Our Stsôailes Hand 

Drummers then sang a song to bless 

the food and everyone enjoyed the 

delicious lunch catered by Stsôailes 

Lhawathet Lalem. 

 

After lunch, Father Gerry blessed the 

facility.  Councilor Kelsey Charlie 

was the emcee for the day and also 

the speaker for the Mask Dance 

Ceremony which was a sight to see.  

The Elders, some wearing their 

traditional wear, were seated in front 

of Te Lede Lalem and were blessed 

by the masks along with the facility.  

Right after the Mask Dance 
Ceremony, there was a ribbon cutting 

ceremony to officially open the 

facility. 
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Te Lede House Opening con. 

Elders Agnes Charlie and Delores Felix 

held the cedar ribbon/rope made by 

Evangeline Point and Councilor Gerald 

Phillips and Elder Ang Hansen had the 

honors of cutting the ribbon.  When the 

ribbon was cut you could hear the 

hooting and hollering and a celebration 

song was sung and the Elders walked 

around the floor with their hands up in 

thanks to the peopleéOSIAM!   

 

Witnesses shared teachings after the 

ceremony and left very encouraging 

words and then there was a big give away 

with fruit and fantastic give aways made 

by the Chehalis Community School 

Culture Class.  If you ever need any give 

aways at a very reasonable cost, check 

out the CCS Culture Classéthey are very 

creative.  The Chehalis Community 

School also donated all the desserts for 

the eventéawesome!  A hand out was 

also given out which provided 

information on the work plan and time 

line for elders programs and service in Te 

Lede Lalem.  This is also in this 

newsletter. 
 

Overall the day was amazing.  There 

were so many people to thank for making 

this project and gathering possible and 

they were acknowledged at the ceremony 

i.e. Culture Committee, CCS Culture 

Class, Health & Family Services Team, 

Home Decorators, Project Managers, 

Carpenters, Landscapers, Set Up Crew, 

Caterers, etc, etc.  This whole team of 

people was definitely ñLETSEMOT ï 

one heart, one mindò.  It was apparent 

to see that ñDoing things with a good 

heart and good mind promises good 

results ï Ey Chap Te Sqwalewelò. 
 

There was great pride in what took place 

this day and it was very touching to 

witness ï see, hear, and feel a great 

moment in Stsôailes history.  ñStsôailes ï 

Eyem Mestiyexw Kwo:l Te Shxweli 

Temexw ï Strong People from Birth 

to Spirit Lifeò. 

 

Article submitted by: 

Sonya Leon 

Executive Assistant 

Stsôailes Health & Family Services 
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Te Lede House Opening con. 
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Employment Assistance Services 


