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On Monday March 8, 2010 Chehalis Chief 

and Council and Skeetchestn Chief and 

Council came together to sign a First 

Nations Trade and Barter Protocol 

Agreement.  The signing ceremony took 

place at the Chehalis Community Long 

house. 

The First Nations Trade and Barter 

tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ 

in BC.  This agreement will enable both 

nations to trade and barter for species of 

wildlife, fish and traditional medicines 

which are abundant in each others 

territories. 

The ceremony began with a traditional 

meal, calling of witnesses, the signing of 

the agreement, gifts exchanged amongst 

the two Chiefs followed by some witnesses 

sharing some words.  The ceremony ended 

with closing remarks, giveaways and 

drumming and singing.  This day was a very 

historic and monumental day for Chehalis, 

as we are asserting our rights to share our 

resources with other nations, as well as, 

gain access to other resources in other 

nations. 

 

Chiefs signing the agreement, with both councils looking on. 

The agreement 

that  signed by 

Chehalis Chief 

and Skeetchestn 

Chief. 

Chehalis and Skeetchestn Chiefs 

and few council with the signed 

agreement. 
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Spring Community 
Clean Up & Cemetery Cleaning 

  

April 21st    
 

There will be roadside pick-up of any large 

unwanted scrap items in your home or yard 

(appliance, tires, batteries, furniture, etc.).  

Household garbage will not be picked up as this is 

your own responsibility. Please have items at the 

end of your drive way on this day for pick up.  For 

those (elders & disability) that are unable to have 

items at the end of your driveway ς please phone 

ahead and I will notify the drivers.  Please try to 

help as much as you can as we will be picking up 

on this day only with limited help.  Any unwanted 

vehicles I will require a phone call and I will 

phone that in for you.   

The cemetery cleaning is follow up from new 

cemetery fencing that was installed ς leveling 

area of pulled out trees, haul away of old posts, 

etc.  plus the regular cleaning that takes place on 

both upper and lower cemeteries. 

Please join us in making our community a cleaner 

environment - actual EARTH DAY is April 22nd, but 

an already scheduled event is taking place on this 

day. 

Thank you 

Pierre Joe, Capital & Public Works Mgr. 

 

Calendar of Events 

April 22 Lede House Cermony 

April 29 Spring Burning & 1st 

Salmon Ceremony 

May 1 & 2  {ǘǎΩŀƛƭŜǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 

Soccer Tournament 

May 20 & 21  Eye Clinic 
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Historical and cultural uses of Sakwi Creek 

Researchers in the Chehalis AR&T department are attempting to learn about the historical and 

cultural importance of Sakwi Creek and surrounding areas (Figure 1) to Chehalis people. To do 

so, we are encouraging Chehalis community members to come and share stories or information 

that they have regarding this creek. We are interested in compiling information about hunting or 

fishing areas, ceremonial places, or anything else of a cultural or historical nature.  

We want to hear about Chehalis peopleôs connections with the Sakwi Creek area to ensure that 

they are protected during the construction and maintenance of a power house and penstock that 

will produce hydroelectric energy. The Sakwi Creek Power Company that will be building and 

operating the Power house is working closely with the Chehalis Indian Band to accommodate 

our concerns and to ensure that we also benefit economically from this initiative. 

If you would like to share information about Sakwi Creek, please visit the AR&T staff (James 

Leon, Fran Douglas and Morgan Ritchie) at the Chehalis Band office, or call 604 796-2116. 

   Figure 1. General route of penstock in Sakwi Creek area  

Aboriginal Rights & Title 
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GORDON MOHS IS LEAVING CHEHALIS 

 
Hey everybody, 
Just a short notice to let you all know I am leaving 
Chehalis. I have accepted a permanent position with 
EBA Engineering & Consulting Scientists in 
±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊ ŀǎ ΨAboriginal Relations SpecialistΩΦ  
 
EBA specialize in engineering (IPP projects, roads, 
bridges, dykes, dock facilities), environmental health 
(things like West Nile virus monitoring), waste 
management, environmental assessments, habitat 
reconstruction, wildlife biology, water resource 
management, and a whole lot of other things. I am 
the first person hired by EBA specializing in 
Aboriginal Relations. The company does work in BC, 
Alberta, the Arctic and several other countries. Most 
of you will know EBA through some of their work at 
Chehalis, notably the habitat reconstruction at Ed 
Leon Slough and the dyke at Lhawathet Lalem, which 
saved the Chehalis community from flooding during 
the December 2008, following the tsunami at 
Chehalis Lake.   
 
My goal is to make EBA the most trusted and 
reputable consulting company working with 
Aboriginal peoples, to create long-term partnerships 
with first nations, and to provide innovative 
solutions to projects involving aboriginal 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ άƎƻƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ I am 
hoping to develop many cooperative ventures with 
Chehalis so that I continue to play a small role in 
/ƘŜƘŀƭƛǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ. Some examples might include the 
proposed elk transplanting at Mystery Valley, 
biological inventories associated with a Land Use 
Management Plan, determining the value or 
destructive nature of log booms on the Harrison 
River, doing environmental assessments for the 
proposed Primary Health Care centre, the pollution 
of the Harrison River and the Hemlock Mountain 
Resort, and possibly the engineering and other 
environmental studies associated with the many 
proposed run-of-river projects and other 
developments in Chehalis traditional territory. 
 

I have loved working at Chehalis for the past 9 
years and believe that I have made a contribution 
ǘƻ /ƘŜƘŀƭƛǎΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
Columbia. I am connected to Chehalis, forever, with 
Ƴȅ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƴŀƳŜΣ 9ƭΥƻƭƛȅŜ όάǾƛǎƛƻƴέΣ άŘǊŜŀƳŜǊέΣ 
άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘέύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōȅ bŀƴŎȅ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
in 1994. 
 
My hands are raised to you.   Gordon 
 

 

Aboriginal Rights & Title 
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To:    Chehalis Community School Families 

 On behalf of the students and staff 

of Chehalis Community School, I would like 

to welcome you all to your school portion of 

the community newsletter. This is a great 

way to catch up on school news! 

 The school year has brought with it 

many exciting opportunities, challenges and 

successes for Chehalis Community School 

students.  Students are attending at a high 

percentage and taking full advantage of the 

great programs available to them. Your 

community school offers more than just the 

provincial programs. There are cultural 

opportunities, counselling services, arts and 

athletics, music and drama, and resources 

that meet the needs of all learners. 

 Perhaps the most significant change, 

and greatest success, has been the 

introduction of the Reading Mastery 

program.  The new program has replaced 

the PM Benchmark series, although we will 

still use PM Benchmark as a support 

program. The improvements in literacy, 

reading and comprehension, have been 

extraordinary.  Students are making 

tremendous gains and this has been 

reflected in other subject areas. 

 

 

 Secondary students have also 

enjoyed the Chehalis Athletics in Education 

program.  The group takes part in high level 

athletic training from 8:30-9:15 daily with 

the physical education staff.  A select group 

of students have joined the British 

Columbia First Nations Snow Board team 

and will be training at Hemlock Valley Ski 

Resort. 

 Your community school is also 

embarking on a new and exciting initiative.  

²ƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ΨƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ 

/ƘŜƘŀƭƛǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

will be taught at all grade levels.  This work 

is being done with the support of the 

Chehalis Ab Rights and Title department.  

Implementation of the curriculum will take 

place in September 2010.  This is a unique 

opportunity for learning and will set the 

standard for cultural education programs. 

 ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

success in school is the involvement of the 

family.  It is important that the home and 

the school work together to ensure a 

positive education experience for every 

student.  Families are encouraged to stay in 

ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

any questions or would like to arrange a 

visit please call the school. 

Education 

UPCOMING DATES 
April 2-5th  

Easter Weekend 
 

April 13th  
Athletics Group Tepot Hill 

Hike 
 

April 23rd  
Pro-D Day 

 

Congratulation!! 
 

To 
Chehalis Community 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Snowboard Team!! 

ά ±ƛǊǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƴǘƘέ 

March ς Courtesy 

April - Justice 
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SKIPPIN, SKIPPING, SKIPPING 

Apple on a stick, Apple on a stick, every 

time I turn around, it makes me ǎƛŎƪΗέ 

Skipping here, skipping there, skipping all 

around the square!  Students in 

Kindergarten to grade 6 have been 

skipping, skipping, skipping! In 

anticipatioƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ WǳƳǇ wƻǇŜ CƻǊ 

Heart, Students in our Music program 

started a unit on skipping and they are 

still at it!  We have learned dozens of 

skipping rhymes which is great for 

memory and brain development; we 

have practiced for dozens of hours which 

is great for a healthy body and heart; and 

we have hopped, skipped 

communication and cooperation skills.  

Every morning, recess and lunch break 

students sign out individual and long 

ropes and are skipping, skipping, 

skipping! 

Mabel, mabel set the table, just as fast as 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘΣ ǎǳƎŀǊΣ 

vinegar, mustard, and the red hot 

ǇŜǇǇŜǊΗΗέ 

Our students raised $687.00 for JUMP 

ROPE FOR HEART 

Way to Go!! 

Fisheries Forum 

April 21st, 2010  
7pm to 9pm 

 

At the  
Chehalis Band Office  Boardroom 

 
Topic: Chinook Food Fishing 

For more information call Employment Services 

at  604-796-5536. 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON OUR SPRING 

CONCERT! 

Education 
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